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removed the instability that the deceased had suffered, and enabled their living families to gain a sense of
superiority. Before the emergence of the aristocracy in the Wei-Jin period, officials and literati had already
realized the trans-generational transmission of fame and status in the ritual arena of ancestral sacrifice, revealing

the dialectic of continuity and change that runs from pre-Qin to Wei-Jin history.

From Unorthodox Shrine to Imperial Cult.

The Evolution of Baiyang Temple and Court-Local Interaction in the Tang Dynasty Shi Zhengyu

Shrines in the Tang Dynasty were characterized by distinct regional cultures. The varied measures of local
authorities mirrored the diverse social values of the shrines and showcased the flexible means by which officials
promoted regional governance. The Yuan and Ru clans of Yanmen, descendants of the Northern Wei Dynasty,
together with the governor surnamed Yuan, contributed to the transformation of the Baiyang Temple in Daizhou
from an unorthodox shrine to an official shrine to Emperor Xiaowen. This transformation emerged amid the mid-
to-late Tang expansion of state cults dedicated to former emperors. By sponsoring the reconstruction of a shrine,
local clans secured both economic profit and village prestige; by granting illicit cults legal status, officials
obtained tax-exempt quotas from the court and attracted the support of regional power-holders. Local governors
established cooperative relationships with powerful clans to gain political reputation, while seeking support from
the court to open new lines to the center. Beyond serving as sacred venues, the shrines of the Tang Dynasty also
functioned as arenas that displayed local power structures and interest networks. Behind their construction lay

the interplay between regional development and court-local interaction.

An Exploration of Quanzhen’ Perception of the “Dao” in the Jin-Yuan Period Zhao Weidong

Due to differences in Daoist practice and the need to teach students according to their aptitude, Wang
Chongyang and Yin Zhiping held distinct understandings of the Dao. Wang Chongyang once explained to Ma
Danyang: “The Dao is beyond the reach of the Five Elements and before one’s mother gives birth.” He also told
Qiu Chuji: “When there is no action, there is the Dao,” whereas Yin Zhiping simply declared: “The ordinary is
the Dao.” These three views of the Dao were formed by Jin-Yuan Quanzhen Daoists in their alchemical practice
and show different expressions of the core concept that “true nature is the Dao”. They have roots in Daoist
theory and were deeply influenced by Chan Buddhism, clearly illustrating Wang Chongyang’s idea of “the unity
of the Three Religions”.

Emotion, Masses’ Nature, Heart-mind, and Ritual:

The Ethical Meaning of “Poetry” in Kongzi Shilun Xu Jiayu

The three key accounts of emotion, nature, and intention in Kongzi Shilun all relate to ritual: it presents
the seven poems of the Guo feng three times and four times declares that “masses’ nature is steadfast” and that
“poetry has no hidden intent”. The Shilun presents three times seven famous love poems from the Guo feng to
display the duality of “desire” and “ritual”. The four discussions of “human nature being steadfast” use the
relation between “nature” and “ritual” to explain the origin of ritual. Unlike classical Confucian discussions that
emphasize “human nature”, the Shilun uniquely grounds its perspective in “masses nature”, emphasizing the
significance of ritual through the lens of intersubjectivity that reveals the universal tendencies of popular groups

within social relations. This approach indicates that pre-Qin Confucians considered multiple dimensions in the
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formation of ritual, highlighting collective social interactions as a fundamental source of normativity. The
concept of “intent” in the Shilun refers to the mobile intentionality of the heart-mind. Through discussions of
statements such as “poetry has no hidden intent”, “poetry is like gates”, and “how to use the heart-mind”, the
treatise argues that poetry fosters connections across social classes and serves as a guiding mechanism for

tempering emotions, thereby cultivating a harmonious and virtuous society.

Artistic Conception and the Theorization of “Truth in Fiction” .

A Study on Jin Yuelin’s Thought of Literary Theory Liu Xinwen

In order to understand the meaning of “truth in true novels”, Jin Yuelin proposed the concept of “pattern”,
thereby transforming “truth in true novels” into a proposition with the concept of human nature as the logical
subject and the concept of pattern as the predicate. On this basis, he claims that to call a novel “true” means that
“within a given novel, the pattern which embodies the concept of human nature represents a possible way of
life”. The conceptual source of “pattern” is the traditional Chinese idea of artistic conception. In addition to
novels, fiction also includes poetry, painting, drama and music. Centered on the artistic conception, a theory of
“truth in fiction” can be outlined from Jin Yuelin’s philosophical system. It can resolve some key difficulties
encountered in this field by D. Lewis and others, especially the one-to-one correspondence issue in their

correspondence theory.

In Search of Originality: From Poetic Philosophy to the Scientific Context Wang Shanbo

Spiritual originality comes from Platonic poetic philosophy and is exemplified by Homer’s epic, but after the
disintegration of poetic philosophy, it evolved into the concept of paradigmatic originality in modern times. Since
the thesis of genius had run through the whole history of originality from ancient Greece to modern times, the
concept of paradigmatic originality fell into a dilemma. Hierarchical originality, which abandons the all-or-
nothing dichotomy, has now become a new epistemic framework: its originality exhibits a heterogeneous
distribution ranging from low to high levels. The study of typological theory provides the best theoretical
explanation and distinctive value measure for the hierarchical originality. Nowadays, more and more

philosophers focus on the creative side to grasp what the idea really means.

The Virtue of the Lawmakers:

The Internal Logic of Aristotle’s Proposition of Legal Validity Ao Haijing

In Aristotle’s political theory, he established a complex interpretation of the law around the relationship
between the individual and the polis. At the heart of this account lies the question of why laws are binding—his
thesis of legal validity. To explain this thesis, there are two theoretical approaches in academia: natural law and
legal positivism. By summarizing the three elements Aristotle demands of the best laws, and then testing both
the natural-law and positivist readings against them, we can show that neither offers an adequate account of his
thesis. Building on that, a closer look at Aristotle’s analysis of the two ideal-type constitutions shows that the
source of legal validity in the context of Aristotle’s theory lies in the virtue of the lawmakers as statesmen and

rulers.



